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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Ricky Atkins, Pastor, 

Courtney Baptist Church, Yadkinville, 
North Carolina, offered the following 
prayer: 

Dear God, today as this session 
opens, we pray that Your presence will 
be before us and everyone who serves in 
the decision-making process of our Na-
tion. We pray for direction which will 
lead our Nation to be a strong and uni-
fied Nation and continue the legacies 
of our forefathers. May we be granted 
this day decisions which will be pleas-
ing to You and decisions which will 
change the course of history. 

We pray for all our military per-
sonnel. We lift them before You today 
and ask for their protection as they 
perform their duties. May grace abound 
with them as they, in harm’s way, de-
fend our country. We pray for those 
who are in need across our Nation, peo-
ple who are without the basic needs to 
survive. May they receive relief by 
Your hand, which will be beneficial to 
them. Guide us this day. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. CARDOZA) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CARDOZA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
RICKY ATKINS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor and privilege to introduce our 
guest chaplain, Reverend Richard 
‘‘Ricky’’ Atkins, the head pastor of 
Courtney Baptist Church in 
Yadkinville, North Carolina, in the 
Fifth District. 

Reverend Atkins is a vital part of the 
religious community in northwest 
North Carolina’s rural mountain re-
gion. Prior to leading 350 members at 
Courtney Baptist Church, he served at 
Zephyr Baptist Church in Dobson, 
North Carolina, from 1995 to 2000, and 
at Oak Grove Baptist Church in Madi-
son, North Carolina, from 2000 to 2005. 
He graduated from Fruitland Bible In-
stitute in 2000 with an associate’s de-
gree in biblical ministries. 

Reverend Atkins was born and raised 
in Mt. Airy, North Carolina. He is the 
son of Tommy and Rebecca Atkins, 
whose support was instrumental in 
helping him get to Washington today. 
Reverend Atkins and his wife, Debbie, 
currently reside in Yadkinville with 
their two children Alison and Lee. 

Reverend Atkins’ life has been one of 
service to God and his community. 
Throughout the years he has bright-
ened and enriched the lives of many 
others. It is an honor to have him serve 
as our guest chaplain. I hope that his 
words of prayer will remain with all of 
us as we do the people’s work today. 

f 

ON THE CHILDREN’S SAFETY AND 
VIOLENT CRIME REDUCTION 
ACT, H.R. 4472 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the Chil-
dren’s Safety and Violent Crime Reduc-

tion Act, because it is a commonsense 
way to protect our schoolchildren from 
pedophiles. Isn’t it a matter of common 
sense to allow a local school district in 
Orlando, Florida, to do criminal back-
ground checks on coaches, janitors and 
teachers who work with our children to 
make sure they are not convicted 
pedophiles from Georgia or some other 
State? 

Isn’t it common sense to protect 
young schoolchildren in the first place 
by keeping these pedophiles locked up 
with lengthy prison sentences? 

Isn’t it common sense that coddling 
repeated sex offenders with self-esteem 
courses and rehabilitation doesn’t 
work, and that locking them up works? 

It is high time that we crack down on 
molesters by implementing these com-
monsense reforms. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4472 
today. 

f 

PORT SECURITY AND REPUBLICAN 
FAILURES TO SECURE OUR NA-
TION 

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, 
when the Bush administration learned 
that the American people wanted to 
allow the United Arab Emirates to op-
erate U.S. ports, they were outraged. 
That outrage should be extended to 
this administration’s pathetic record 
on securing our ports and our coast-
lines. 

Since September 11th, according to 
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Republican 
Congress has shortchanged America’s 
seaports by more than $4 billion in se-
curity improvements. It is because of 
this serious lack of funding that only 6 
percent of the cargo coming into our 
ports is ever checked. Port security is 
so bad that in December, the 9/11 Com-
mission gave this administration a 
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